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All we do is prepare for tests…

Teachers should not have to set aside good 
instruction in order to prepare students to 
take a test. Instead, good instruction itself 
should be the very best preparation. 
Assessment tasks that support instruction 
should resemble real learning tasks and be 
meaningful to students.
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I don’t hear 
him whistling.

It is assessment that helps us know the 
difference between teaching and learning.

I said I taught him; 
I didn’t say he learned it.

I taught my dog Spot

how to whistle.
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This is a test!  (Assessment is a codeword for test.) 

Take out the Door Prize paper on bright green paper.

This is an independent exercise – no cheating.

There will be five questions on the next slide.   You will 
have one minute to record your answers on the paper.

Ready?
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1.  What does a NPR score of 56 mean?

2.  If 3 students have NPR scores of 20, 50, and 80,  what 
is their average NPR score?
3.  What score(s) are the best measures of growth?
4.  How many stanines are there?

5.  Extra credit:  Mahatma Gandhi, as you know, walked 
barefoot most of the time, which produced an impressive 
set of calluses on his feet. He also ate very little, which 
made him rather frail and with his odd diet, he suffered from 
bad breath.   What did that make him?
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1.  What does a NPR score of 56 mean?

An NPR score of 56 means this student did as well or 
better than 56 % of the students who took the test during 
the standardization.
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2.  If 3 students have NPR scores of 20, 50, and 80,  what 
is their average NPR score?

First – you should not calculate group averages for small 
groups, usually less than 10 is not recommended.

Second – NRP scores are not equal-interval scores and 
should not be added, subtracted, multiplied, or divided.  
You need to use NCE’s to get group averages.
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3.  What score(s) are the best measures of growth?

Scale Scores and Normal Curve Equivalents are the best 
measures of growth.
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4.  How many stanines are there?

Nine.  

Bonus question!

Is it easier to show progress with NCE’s, Stanines, or 
NCLB performance levels?
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5. Extra credit:  

Mahatma Gandhi, as you know, walked barefoot most 
of the time, which produced an impressive set of 
calluses on his feet. He also ate very little, which made 
him rather frail and with his odd diet, he suffered from 
bad breath.   What did that make him?

This made him a super calloused 
fragile mystic hexed by halitosis.
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Following are copies of the Student Report and the 
Group Report that districts received from the SAT 10 
part of the Dakota STEP.

If you have further questions about the data contained 
on them, please note them on the Door Prize paper and 
I will follow up on those questions after the last 
workshop session this week.
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